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Trustees’ Annual Report for the Year ended 31 March 2020 

The trustees have pleasure in presenting their report together with the financial statements 
and the independent examiner’s report for the year ended 31 March 2020.  

Reference & Administrative Information  

Charity Name:           CLEAR Buckhaven & Methil (SCIO Registration No SCO43573)  

Address:                     36 College Street, Buckhaven, Fife KY8 1JY 

Current Trustees:     Bob Taylor (Chair), Rab Thomson (Vice Chair), Allen Armstrong 
(Secretary), Ruth Taylor (Treasurer), Marion Garry (Co-Secretary). 

Other Management Committee members who served during the year: Ken Haig, Allan 
Thomson, Pauline Normand, Tanja Franz, Duncan Zuill (also representing Levenmouth 
Academy), Cllr Ryan Smart (representing Fife Council). 

Independent Examiner:  Gail Dunn FCCA 

Structure Governance & Management  

Constitution and Governance:  CLEAR is guided by its constitution (revised 13th November 

2012) and is registered as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) with charity 
number SCO43573.   OSCR approved the slight change of name, to CLEAR Buckhaven & Methil, 
which now reflects more accurately the expanded geographic scope of our work.   CLEAR 
consists of a general membership which attends the AGM, which elects Office Bearers to 
continue the work of the charity.    

Management: The Management Committee of CLEAR meets at least six times per year to 
advise on direction, control and supervise programme activities and monitor the financial 
position.  The Management Committee also empowers individual office-bearers and staff to 
take further actions on CLEAR’s behalf.  To guide and supervise major projects and project 
staff, office-bearers participate in specific project-related Steering Committees and other 
tasks. 

Financial Statement:  Prior to 2018/19, CLEAR produced, cash-based receipts and payments 
accounts. From 2018/19, the level of income received requires the charity to prepare 
accounts on an accruals basis.  The Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) applicable 
to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January 2015); decrees that 
charities must apply FRS 102 when preparing their accounts on an accruals basis unless 
eligible for, and opting to, prepare their accounts using the Financial Reporting Standard for 
Smaller Entities (FRSSE). Accordingly, CLEAR must prepare accounts under FRS 102 in 
conjunction with the recommendations of this SORP.  

Section 35 of FRS 102 sets out a number of simplifications for the preparation of the opening 
balance sheet and comparative figures when reporting under FRS 102 for the first time. This 
was applied to Tangible Fixed Assets for 2018/19 and is included in a note to the Accounts for 
this year. 
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Comparative figures from the previous financial year, 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019 are 
included. 

Charitable purposes  

CLEAR’s objectives are to promote environmental, economic and social regeneration through:  
1. Improving the local environment and public spaces around Buckhaven and Levenmouth 

2. Improving the quality of life for the community 

3. Encouraging local residents to take pride in and become actively engaged in their area.  

Activities  

Current activities including planting and management of greenspaces (trees, shrubs, flowers), 
community growing and food utilization (cooking, preserving, demonstrating), litter clearing 
and recycling, small-scale landscaping including community arts, heritage and paths 
development, education (children, adult), community workshop, recycling and men’s shed 
activities (wood, bikes) heritage promotion, organising and holding events, volunteer 
mobilisation and partnering, and advocacy.  In recent years CLEAR has also run actions beyond 
its own programme including the community planning and participatory budgeting exercises 
and public site development such as the Foreshore.  CLEAR is also involved in employability 
work, offering placements to unemployed individuals, school students or other trainees, and 
also for individuals facing health or other issues.  CLEAR collaborates closely with Fife Council, 
Fife Voluntary Action, local schools and college, other charities and groups and others such as 
housing associations. 
 
Achievements & Performance:   

This financial year saw the ending of a major project, Aspiring Communities, the near 
completion of the development-expansion phase (involving Methil Garden and Sandwell 
Workshop) as well as some organizational strengthening.  Meanwhile ongoing work has 
continued at the Buckhaven and Methil Community Gardens, community orchards and 
woodlands, as well as floral enhancement, regular work with schools and groups, and a 
revived heritage and also community art programme.  The community fridge served 
increasing numbers.   The number of referrals of volunteers continues to grow as agencies 
look to place individuals into practical or therapeutic tasks and more sessions are held with 
local schools, college and other young person groups.  CLEAR now runs regular volunteer 
events two days per week (morning and afternoon), occasional weekend events and larger 
special events such as monthly Open Days. 

Beyond its own programme, CLEAR continues to be active in promoting implementation of 
community action plans for Buckhaven and Methil and to raise and press issues of wider 
significance (such a coastal erosion, issues of policy neglect and disadvantage).  CLEAR is the 
community representative on the River Leven Project.  CLEAR also continues work to improve 
the public space with significant enhancement of the Foreshore started and continued input 
into Levenmouth Academy’s Bat’s Wood site.  CLEAR and its members continues to play role 
in local advocacy, including local planning, Levenmouth Rail Campaign (which we launched) 
and related Levenmouth Connected/Blueprint, food insecurity, TAPIL, TSSG, FCCAN, Fife 
Council fora, Buckhaven Community Council and others. 

CLEAR still relies strongly on local volunteers.  The number of part-time or contract staff has 
significantly reduced as projects have ended.   
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CLEAR continues to interact with the wider community through work with local schools, other 
organisations and groups and individual volunteers and also via our websites and facebook 
pages, monthly e-bulletins, quarterly newsletters, weekly articles in the local press plus 
features, noticeboards, and organising and participating in a range of public events (films, 
crafts, training/orientation sessions, open days, Christmas concert and meetings). 

CLEAR was recognised by the RHS/Keep Scotland Beautiful Its Your Neighbourhood Awards 
(assessed as Outstanding for the 9th year running), by the award of Gold in the Beautiful Fife 
Awards with Buckhaven awarded Best Small Town in Fife and Methil, Best New Entry.  We 
continue to host visits from other similar groups seeking to learn lessons from our experience 
 

Financial Review:   

Reserves Policy: Despite challenges, CLEAR is committed to establishing and building up a 
healthy financial reserve of unrestricted funding equivalent to 6 months annual operating 
expenditure to enable us to continue an ongoing programme of activity relatively 
uninterrupted and to withstand significant expected fluctuations in future income, to cover 
redundancy payments and similar.     

Plans for Future Periods:  

CLEAR pursues a clear vision for the regeneration and environmental improvement of our 
working area and actions are guided by this, reinforced by an annual strategic plan and review 
exercise.  Following the completion of major projects during 2019, a significant reduction in 
staff and activity has occurred from mid-2019. As an important developmental phase has 
concluded, this inevitable scaling-down and restructuring necessitates a focus on 
maintenance and continuation rather than new development.   As perhaps the only 
community anchor organization in an area of high deprivation, CLEAR is aware of its 
responsibilities to the significant pool of active volunteers, local partners and the wider 
community. However, it operates without any core funding of any type which is a constant 
challenge in terms of planning although we seek to enhance the trend towards generating 
increased non-grant income and social enterprise activities. CLEAR will continue to explore 
new ideas and opportunities, including collaborative work, as well as continuing to improve 
efficiency, outreach, impact and sustainability at whatever level resources permit. 

Approved by the trustees on the date below and signed on their behalf by:  

 

Robert Taylor, Chair 
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Independent Examiner’s Report  

For the Year Ended 31/03/2020 

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of CLEAR Buckhaven & Methil 

I report on the financial statements of the charity for the year ended 31/03/2020 which 
are set out on pages  6 to 15.  

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner  

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with 
the terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 (“the 2005 Act”) and 
the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended) (“the 2006 Regulations”). 
The charity’s trustees consider that the audit requirement of Regulation 10(1) (d) of the 
2006 Regulations does not apply. It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as required 
under section (44) (1) (c) of the 2005 Act and to state whether particular matters have come 
to my attention.  

Basis of Independent Examiner’s Statement  

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the 2006 Regulations. An 
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of 
any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeks explanations from the trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence 
that would be required in an audit and, consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on 
the view given by the accounts.  

Independent Examiner’s Statement  

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:  

1  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the 
requirements:  

 to keep accounting records in accordance with section 44(1)(a) of the 2005 Act and 
Regulation 4 of the 2006 Regulations, and  

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with 
Regulation 9 of the 2006 Regulations have not been met, or  

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached.  

3    which give me reasonable cause to believe that the financial systems have not been 
prepared in accordance with the methods and principals of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice (SORP) for accounting and reporting by charities; applicable 
to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting 
Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102). 

 

Signed     Date  21st August 2020 

                 Gail Dunn 
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CLEAR 

Statement of Financial Activities – For the Year Ended 31/03/2020 
 

Income Note 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 
Total Funds 

2020 
Total Funds 

2019 

    £ £ £ £ 

Total Grants Receivable (CLEAR) 8 12,748 260,905 273,653 296,985 

Grant for CLIMB   0 0 0 63,000 

Donations and Other Misc Income 9 1,646 0 2,007 2,545 

Receipts from Charitable Activities 9 11,864 0 11,506 7,252 

Bank Interest   101 0 101 76 

Total Income   26,359 260,905 287,267 369,858 

            

Expenditure on:           

Cost of Charitable Activities 11 0 215,422 215,422 259,179 

Grants paid though CLIMB   0 0 0 63,000 

Capital Expenditure 11 1,380 42,187 43,567 13,952 

Total   1,380 257,609 258,989 336,131 

            

Net income/(expenditure)   24,222 4,056 28,278 33,727 

            

Gains on Revaluation of Fixed Assets   0 0 0 3,000 

            

Net Movement in Funds  24,982 4,056 28,278 36,727 

Funds Carried forward from 2019   30,422 31,309 61,731 52,450 

            

Total Reserves carried forward at 1/4/20 54,644 35,365 90,009 89,177 
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CLEAR 

Balance Sheet – As at 31/03/2020 

  Note 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds 

Total 
Funds 
2020 

Total Funds 
2019 

Fixed  Assets  £ £ £ £ 

Tangible Assets 12 153,010 0 153,010 110,560 

           

Current assets:          

Debtors 14 0 0 0 35,366 

Cash in Bank and at hand  52,662 61,995 114,657 61,731 

Total Current Assets  52,662 61,995 114,657 97,097 

            

          
            

Creditors : Accrued Expenditure 15 0 260 260 10,993 

Total Current Liabilities   0 260 260 10,993 

Net Current Assets   52,662 61,735 114,397 86,104 

            

Total Net Assets   205,672 61,735 267,408 196,664 

            

The Funds of the Charity         

Asset Investment  12   153,010 107,560 

Revaluation reserve  12     3,000 

Restricted Income funds     61,735 58,697 

Unrestricted income funds     52,662 27,407 

Total Charity Funds     267,408 196,664 

 

The Notes from page 8 form an integral part of these accounts 

Approved by the trustees on the date below and signed on their behalf by:- 

    

Chair: Treasurer:  
Date:     28th August 2020  Date:                27th August 2020 
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Statement of Cash Flow – As at 31/03/2020 

 Note 
Total Funds 

2020 
Total Funds 

2019 

   £ 

Net Cash flow used in operating activities 13 52,911 9,346 

    

Cash and Cash equivalents brought forward 61,746 52,400 

Cash and Cash equivalents carried forward 114,657 61,746 

    

Represented by    

Treasurers Account  92,329 34,324 

Business Account  22,155 27,053 

Cash at 31/3/20  173 369 

  114,657 61,746 
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Notes to the Accounts – For the Year Ended 31/03/2020 

1 General Information 
CLEAR Buckhaven & Methil is a Public Benefit Entity and registered charity. The 
office address  of the organisation is  36 College Street, Buckhaven, Fife, KY8 1JY. 

2 Basis of Accounting  
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting 
policies set out in line with  the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 
2005, the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006(as amended) and 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland published on 16 
July 2014.  
 
The Financial Statements have been prepared on the basis that the organisation  
continues to be a Going Concern. 
 
Update Bulletin 1 amended the Charities SORP (FRS 102) and a Statement of 
Cash-  flows is now only required of larger charities.  CLEAR satisfies the criteria 
of being a qualifying entity as defined in FRS 102 and is entitled to a disclosure 
exemption available under paragraph 1.12 of FRS 102.   However a cash flow 
statement has been provided at note 13. 
 
The Financial Statements have been prepared on the basis that the organisation   
continues to be a Going Concern. 

3 Nature and purpose of funds  
Unrestricted funds are those that may be used at the discretion of the trustees in 
furtherance of the objects of the charity.  
 

4 Related Party Transactions 
No remuneration  or expenses was paid to the trustees or to any connected 
persons during the year.   Expenditure made on behalf of the organisation is 
reimbursed and accounted for with receipts.  

 
5  Accounting Period 

The Financial Statements cover the Accounting period from 1 April 2019 to 31 
March 2020.  Accordingly these   statements  reflect 12 months of income and 
expenditure activity.   
 

6 Income recognition 
All income is recognised once the charity has entitlement to the income, it is 
probable that the income will be received and the amount of income receivable 
can be measured reliably.  Further details of income are disclosed in notes 8 and 
9. 

7 Expenditure recognition 
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or 



10 
 

constructive obligation committing the charity to that expenditure, it is probable 
that settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation can be 
measured reliably. Further details of expenditure are disclosed in notes 10 and 
11 and 15. 

 

8 Grant Funding 

              

Grants Received or Receivable note 
Unrestricted 

Funds 
Restricted 

Funds Total 2020 Total 2019 

 Big Lottery Fund     51,485 51,485 50,215 

 People & Communities Fund     9,980 9,980 19,958 

 Aspiring Communities Fund     61,303 61,303 89,201 

 Community Jobs Scotland     12,722 12,722 15,429 

 Strengthening Communities Fund     37,920 37,920 38,825 

 CORRA Foundation     4,000 4,000 0 

 Cycling Friendly     11,980 11,980 0 

 Cycling UK       0 800 

 Fairer Fife       0 13,950 

 Fife Council locality     7,200 7,200 10,455 

 Fife Environment Trust     22,838 22,838 0 

 Greggs Trust       0 1,255 

 Hugh Fraser Foundation   5,000   5,000 3,000 

 Peoples Health Trust       0 6,610 

 Roundtable       0 500 

 Scottish Community Landfill       0 8,923 

 Soutar Trust       0 2,000 

 Pockets and Prospects (CWA)       0 2,390 

 Postcode Lottery     12,960 12,960 0 

 WM Mann trust       0 500 

 LMRC (Action Earth grant)       0 500 

 WREN     27,167 27,167 12,552 

 Miscellaneous Grants  7,748   7,748 1,390 

 Paths for All     1,350 1,350 0 

 Volunteering Matters       0 500 

 Community Choices       0 15,722 

 Participatory Budgeting (Scott Govt)       0 63,000 

 PB - Support Component       0 2,310 

Totals   12,748 260,905 273,653 359,985 
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9 Donations and Receipts from charitable activity 
 
Funding and Donations are derived mainly through cash income for sales of food 
and produce or by cash donations towards food   and other products; and 
general cash donations.  These were categorised as CLEAR generated income  
and are disclosed here.  There were some bank and cheque donations which are 
detailed separately.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
         
                   

Source of Income £ 

Income - Bike Repairs/Sales 336 

Income - Collection Cans  6 

Income - Community Events 107 

Income - Food Donation 487 

Income - Misc Sales 2,695 

Income - Other Misc 2,691 

Income - Pallets/Upcycling 116 

Income - Sales of Food/Produce 3,795 

Income - Staff Meals 618 

Income - Yoga 654 

  11,506 

Totals   

Income - Cash Donations 361 

Income Bank and Cheque Donations 1,646 

Total of Donations 2,007 

    

Total  13,513 
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10  Capital Expenditure 

Work was ongoing from 2018/19 into 2019/20   to redevelop the workshop at 
Sandwell Street.  This Capital Expenditure has been consolidated into the value 
of the property at Sandwell Street.   
                       

Capital Expenditure £ 

Sandwell St Workshop Roof Renewal 24,777  

Sandwell St - Workshop Kitchen 2,390  

Sandwell St - Woodburning Stove 1,380  

Sandwell St - Commercial kitchen 13,820  

Sandwell St - Workshop Fitting 1,200  

  43,567  

 
 

11 Analysis of Staff Costs 
The total staff costs and  employee benefits for the period are detailed below. 

 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All staff at CLEAR are employed on a part-time basis and the posts are funded from a 
variety of funding streams.  The basis of the FTE calculation assumes full time hours 
to be 36 hours per week.  There were two redundancy payments made during the 
year. 
 

 Average Full Time 
equivalents 

FTE FTE 

  2020 2019 

 Outdoor Staff  4.06 5.72 

 Indoor Staff  1.31 2.92 

 Cook  0.33 0.39 

 Total  5.70 9.03 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis of Staff costs 2020 2019 

Salaries and Wages 118,414 171,664 

Redundancy Payments 3,300 0 

Social Security Costs 2,525 4,198 

Pension Costs 1,944 1,161 

  126,183 177,023 
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12 Tangible Assets 
In 2018/19, as  the financial statements of CLEAR were  being prepared as 
accrued accounts in accordance with FRS 102  for the first time,  the charity  then  
elected to measure the value of tangible fixed at assets at fair value at the date 
of the transition;  and deem the fair value or revaluation less depreciation as 
deemed cost.    Plant and equipment  has then been  depreciated on a straight 
line basis at 20%  per year over a lifetime of 5 years.   Accordingly, the aggregate 
depreciation up to 2019/20 is being shown for the first time.   Details of tangible 
assets are disclosed as  follows.   

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tangible Fixed Assets       

Property At Cost 

Capital 
Additions 

in year Disposals Total 

Aggregate 
Revaluation 

Reserve 
As at 

31/3/20 

College St  Office Premises 22,000     22,000 3,000 25,000 

Sandwell Street workshop 
premises 69,000 43,567   112,567   112,567 

Revised Property Asset Value 
at 31/3/20 91,000 43,567 0 134,567 3,000 137,567 

       

Other Tangible Assets At Cost Additions Disposals 
Dep'n in 

Year 
Aggregate 

Dep'n 
WDV at 
31/3/20 

Motor vehicles 4,500     -(900) -(1,800) 2,700 

Tools and equipment 6,000 1,302   -(1,460) -(2,660) 4,642 

Sheds and polytunnel 6,000 926   -(1,385) -(2,585) 4,341 

Office and related equipment 1,000 413   -(283) -(483) 930 

Cycling Equipment 0 1,638   -(328) -(728) 910 

Cameras and sound recording 2,000     -(400) -(800) 1,200 

Furniture, fridges and freezers 1,200     -(240) -(480) 720 

Revised Other Tangible Asset 
Value at 31/3/20 20,700 4,279 0 -(4,996) -(9,536) 15,443 

       

Total Value of Tangible Assets           153,010 
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13 Reconciliation of net movement in funds cashflow form operating activities 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

14 Movement (Decrease) in Debtors 
The Debtors figure related to grant income  receivable in 2018/19 for activities 
and expenditure in that year which was received in 2019/20.  The income is 
deemed  as unrestricted because the expenditure has already been incurred and 
the funding was  payable retrospectively.  This grant income is detailed below.   

                    

 

 

 
   

15 Movement (Decrease) in Creditors 
The Creditors figure relates to  accrued expenditure  for goods or services  
received but paid in the next financial year.  The analysis of the decrease in 
Creditors is detailed below.  

 

                   
 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  2020 2019 

Net Movement in Funds  28,278 33,719 

    

Decrease (Increase) in Debtors 14 35,366 (35,366) 

Increase (Decrease) in Creditors 15 (10,733) 10,993 

Net Cash used for all Activities  52,911 9,346 

Grants receivable  in 2019, received in 2020  Received 2020 

WREN  27/6/19 12,552 

Aspiring Communities  21/5/19 22,814 

Total   35,366 

  Paid 2019 

Creative Pensions 11/04/2019 -(1,863) 

Creative Pensions      26/4/2019 -(464) 

CLIMB Project - Community Choices 02/04/2019 -(999) 

N Power 02/04/2019 -(526) 

Growforth  23/04/2019 -(7,141) 

Total Accrued  from  2019   -(10,993) 

   

Accrued Expenditure 2020     

Creative Pensions   260 

   

Net Decrease in Creditors at 2020   -(10,733) 


